
Walking the talk:
Exploring concrete steps towards 
human rights-aligned policies in a world in crisis

Just before the Covid-19 swept the globe, the UN Secretary General 
linked human rights to the Agenda 2030 and called for national and 
global action. The pandemic has plunged us into a global health and 
economic crisis, which – if the right actions are not taken – will spiral 
into a human rights crisis of unprecedented proportion. 

The current health crisis hits the poor the hardest: they are not only 
more likely to be affected by the virus but also by measures taken by 
States as a response to the crisis. The disproportionate impacts of the 
pandemic are not only linked to inequalities within countries, but also 
between countries globally and regionally. More than ever, we need 
policy coherence in compliance with human rights and in attaining the 
core principle of “leaving no one behind.” The event’s main objective 
is to reflect on concrete country experiences, linking sustainable 
development, climate policies, and human rights compliance. 

Virtual side event at the High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development

Opening remarks
H.E. Frank Tressler
Ambassador of Chile
Permanent Representative to the UN in Geneva

Reflections of country experiences
Busi Sibeko
Researcher
Institute for Economic Justice, South Africa

Savi Bisnath 
Senior economist, Surge Initiative
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

Discussants

Olivier De Schutter
UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty

Kate Donald 
Center for Economic and Social Rights

Moderation

Sandra Epal-Ratjen
Franciscans International

■ Date: July 8th, 2020 

■ Time: 8am-9am EST 
■ Time (2pm-3pm CET)

This event will be hosted as a 
webinar. Please register at 
bit.ly/HLPF8July


