
                                                                                                                      
 

 

Ahead of the G20 Foreign and Development Joint Ministerial Session 

Policy Dialogue on G20 response to adequately tackle  

the impact of COVID‑19 on hunger and food insecurity 

 

15th of June 2021, 15.00-17.00 CEST 

To register: https://forms.gle/SQUerBJ188MrLx6D7  

Information for joining the webinar will be sent to registered participants by email on Monday 14th. 

 

‘This virus will starve us before it makes us sick.’ these words are from Micah Olywangu, a taxi driver in Nairobi, 

father of three children, the youngest one born in December 2019. The closure of the airport and collapse in 

tourism have hit his business hard. Micah’s experience is that of millions of people around the world. The 

COVID-19 pandemic has added fuel to the fire of an already growing hunger crisis. 

Hunger was already on the rise prior to COVID-19: FAO estimates that the number of undernourished 

(including those with chronic and acute hunger) increased from 624 million people in 2014 to 688 million in 

2019. The drivers underlying this trend include extreme climate events, conflict, and other shocks to economic 

opportunities. COVID-19 is estimated to have dramatically increased the number of people facing acute food 

insecurity in 2020-2021, with impacts expected to continue through 2021 and into 2022. According to The 

State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2020 report, the pandemic may have added between 83 and 

132 million people to the total number of undernourished in the world in 2020. 

The current pandemic creates a vicious cycle that affects the food security of the poorest people more heavily 

than that of people who are better off or live in wealthier countries: people living on low incomes often rely on 

work in the informal sector, day-labour, or remittances. They spend a greater proportion of their income on 

food, and are less likely to have access to formal safety nets.  

The dramatic slowdown in the global economy, coupled with severe restrictions on movement, has resulted in 

mass job losses over the last year. Governments have responded to the unprecedented disruption in economic 

activity by instituting ad hoc social protection policies that vary considerably in terms of their reach and scale. 

Many wealthy nations have introduced multi-billion-dollar economic stimulus packages to support business 

and workers, but most lower-income nations lack the financial firepower to follow suit.  

Worsening hunger levels and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic require a strong coordinated global 

response. In this challenging context what role should the G20 play under the leadership of the Italian 

Presidency? This question will be addressed at the first session which will also offer opportunity to get an 

overview of the Food Coalition, a global alliance established by FAO in November 2020 on the proposal of the 

Italian Government in response to the pandemic. The second session will stimulate the debate around two 

main topics that are pivotal in setting up an effective and sustainable policy response to such a dramatic food 

crisis. The first one is the need to support robust and inclusive social protection systems in low and middle 

income countries as a key requirement to ensure food security for chronically food-insecure. The second one 

is to recognize the key role of women and young small scale farmers, to address their specific needs, to counter 

discriminations they suffer and to promote, instead, the transformative role they can play in reducing poverty 

and hunger. 
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AGENDA 

 

15.00 Welcome and Opening remarks 
  

Francesco Petrelli, Sr. Policy Advisor, Oxfam 
  

Riccardo Moro, C20 Sherpa  
  

 
15.15 First session Covid-19: fuelling hunger in a hungry world 
  

Chair: Francesco Petrelli, Oxfam 
 

 Overview on the impacts of Covid-19 on food security:  
Stefano Prato, Managing Director at Society for International Development 
 

 What role for the G20 to respond to the food crisis.  
Francesco Rampa, G20 Sherpa Office 

 
 

15.40 Second session Towards the Matera Declaration: highlights on actions needed in the 
frame of a systemic and comprehensive response 

  
Chair: Massimo Pallottino, Co-chair of the C20 Development Working Group 
 

 How innovative financing can contribute to deliver robust social protection 
programmes related to food security 
Oliver De Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights 
 

 Empowering women and youth small farmers as key players for an effective 
response to the crisis 
Chinasa Asonye, Ogbonge Women Farmers Association, Nigeria 
Adedolapo Alabi, Youth and Gender Desk Officer at the Peasant Farmers 
Association of Ghana (PFAG) 

 
 

16.15 Contributors 
 
Johanna  Wagman, Global Coalition for Social Protection Floor 
Jean Leonard Touadi, Coordinator for Parliamentary Alliances at FAO 
Stefano Leszczynski, Journalist at Radio Vaticana / Vatican News  
 
 

16.35 
 

Open space for comments/reactions from other participants 
 
 

16.45 
 

Final remarks 
 
Counsellor Cristiana Mele, Chair of G20 Thematic Group on Food Security, Italian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Development Cooperation  
 
Eric Munoz, Sr. Program Manager, Food and Climate Justice, Oxfam 

 

 


