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The Global Social Protection Gap

Global effective coverage rates Social protection coverage
(excluding health and sickness) across the life cycle (SDG 1.3)

Coverage ratio in per cent of the respective reference group
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are effectively covered by

at least one social protection
benefit (SDG 1.3)
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Population receiving at least one social
protection benefit (SDG 1.3) by region

83.9% 64.3% @1% ‘40% 17.4%

Europe and Americas Asia and Arab States Africa
Central Asia the Pacific

ILO, World Social Protection Report 2020-22




The Global Social Protection Financing Gap

“In low- and middle-income countries, the financing gap to achieve
universal social protection accounts for 3.3 per cent of GDP annually,
with 2.0 per cent of GDP required for essential health care and 1.3
per cent for the five key social protection cash benefits. ... The global
averages mask significant disparities among country income groups
and regions. Among the former, low-income countries face the lar-
gest financing gap as a proportion of their GDP, amounting to 52.3
per cent, due to large social protection coverage gaps and low GDP in
these countries.”

“Official development assistance becomes necessary, especially in
the case of low-income countries, where the financing gap accounts
for 52.3 per cent of GDP.”

ILO (2024) Financing gap for universal social protection



The Need for a Solidarity-based
International Financing Mechanism

Olivier de Schutter / Magdalena Sepulveda (2012): “Underwriting the
Poor. A Global Fund for Social Protection”

Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights (2021):
“Global fund for social protection: International solidarity in the
service of poverty eradication”, Report to the Human Rights Council

UN (2021): “Our Common Agenda — Report of the Secretary-General”

Global Coalition for Social Protection Floors (2020/2022): ,,Civil
Society Call for a Global Fund for Social Protection”

International Labour Conference (2021): ILO shall “explore options for
mobilizing international financing for social protection” / ILO (2023):
“A Global Fund for Social Protection”, research study and webinar




Global Accelerator on Jobs & Social Protection
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= Jaunched in 2021 by the UN Secretary-General
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= UN system’s collective response for addressingthe G| OB

L
challenges that threaten development progress ACCELERATOR

" jnitiative aims to accelerate progress towards the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) by

-- by supporting the creation of decent jobs, primarily in the
green, digital and care economies (“for just transitions),

-- and by extending social protection to the 4 billion people
who are still excluded

= Website: www.unglobalaccelerator.org




Global Accelerator: Pillars of Action

International
standards
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ENHANCED
MULTILATERAL
national | High-ambition coalition international
commitments | ©f ministers commitments

o

INTEGRATED
NATIONAL
STRATEGIES AND

POLICIES

Assessment of policy and
financing needs through
national dialogue

Financing options
discussed through INFFs
Integrated strategies &
policies (jobs, universal

social protection, just
transition)

SDG reporting

Policy coherence and
common roadmap

Coordinated and coherent
technical/financial

support
Multilateral forum &
social summit

System-wide
Technical Support
Facility

Technical support
Capacity building

Data collection, knowledge
Results monitoring

ﬁ

Align international financial
and technical assistance
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INTEGRATED
FINANCING
(DOMESTIC &
INTERNATIONAL)

Domestic resources
mobilization

Complementary
international financial

support

Enabling environment
conducive to domestic
investments

Return on investment

UN (2022) Global Accelerator on Social Protection and Jobs Implementation Strategy




Global Accelerator: Organization, Financing

= Steering Group: composed of pathfinder country governments,
social partners, IFls, donors, and civil society / provides the strategic
direction for all engagements on the Global Accelerator.

* Technical Support Facility: composed of a coordination team (ILO,
UNICEF, UNDP, WFP, FAO and UN WOMEN), a hub of experts and
country teams / facilitates & supports the implementation of the GA

= National Steering Committees: composed of participating ministries,
donors, social partners, civil society, UN Resident Coordinator, parti-
cipating UN agencies, development banks, and others

* Financing: Joint SDG Fund Window / GA Financing frameworks




Global Accelerator: Pathfinder Countries

. Initial Engagement with the Government @ High-Level Political Commitment Confirmed @ Roadmap Development in Progress @ Implementation of Joint Programmes



Global Accelerator: CSO engagement
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ITUC (2024), Union Coordination Group on the UN Global Accelerator

= Participation of CSOs in the GA Steering Group (at global level) and
in the National Steering Committees

= Contact: GCSPF: Ana Claudia Zeballos <anaclau@item.org.uy> /
Global Accelerator: contact@unglobalaccelerator.org




